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^ DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-23 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 2 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "A facsimile apparatus as defined in claim 1" in line 
1 of claim 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. A 
facsimile apparatus is not mentioned in claim 1 and a definition of said apparatus does 
not follow its mention. 

Claim 9 recites the limitation "A facsimile apparatus as defined in claim 8" in line 
1 of claim 9. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. A 
facsimile apparatus is not mentioned in claim 8 and a definition of said apparatus does 
not follow its mention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
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granted on ah application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 , 8, 15, 22, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Mitsuoka et al (USPN 6,671,508 B1), 

With respect to claim 1 , Mitsuoka et al disclose a communications terminal 
(mobile communication system 101, see Fig. 14) connected to at least one of a 
telephone line (fixed-line telephone network, col. 23, lines 5-8), comprising: 

a first memory (correspondence table (see Fig. 16, of memory portion 124, col. 
23, lines 18-25) which stores service information including availability information 
representing availability of a specific communications service (mobile terminals) 
provided by a service provider through said at least one of the telephone line (fixed-line 
telephone network, col. 23, lines 5-8) and the local area network and condition 
information (condition for notification, col. 23, lines 40-54) suitable for said specific 
communications service; 

a second memory (a DB administrator 114 , col. 23, lines 14-19) which stores 
message information indicating that said specific communications service is not usable 
(records the communication status of the mobile terminal according to the notification 
from the mobile communication switcher 113. Examples of communication status to be 
recorded include "No Communication", "Line Busy", "Out of Area" or "Turned Off', etc.); 

a detector (mobile communications switcher 113, col. 23, lines 8-12) configured 
to detect whether said service information stored in said first memory is appropriate 
(mobile communications switcher 113 updates the communication status, col. 23, lines 
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8-12) each time said communications terminal starts a call connection operation to use 
said specific communications service based on said condition information; and 

an indicating mechanism (table administrator 123, col. 23, lines 23-24), 
configured to read said first memory and to indicate said message information indicating 
that said specific communications service is not usable when said detector detects that 
said service information stored in said first memory is inappropriate (updates the status 
table based on status notifications, col. 24, lines 60-64). 

Claim 8 is a means claim and is rejected for the same reason as claim 1. 

With respect to claim 15, Mitsuoka et al disclose a method of using a specific 
communications service provided by a service provider, comprising the steps of: 

providing service information (correspondence table (see Fig. 16, of memory 
portion 124, col. 23, lines 18-25) including availability information representing 
availability of said specific communications service on a communications terminal 
connected to at least one of a telephone line and a local area network and condition 
information suitable for said specific communications service; 

a first storing step of storing message information indicating that said specific 
communications service is not usable; 

detecting whether said service information provided in said providing step is 
appropriate each time a call connection operation is started on said communications 
terminal to use said specific communications service based on said condition 
information (mobile communications switcher 113 updates the communications status, 
col. 23, lines 8-12); 
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reading said service information (monitoring portion 103 includes a monitoring 
table 131. a detecting portion 132, and a change notifying portion 133, col. 25, lines 26- 
28); and 

indicating (using table administrator 123. col. 23, lines 23-24) that said specific 
communications service is not usable when said detecting step detects that said service 
information provided in said providing step is inappropriate (the table administrator 123 
to update the status table based on a status notification sent from the monitoring portion 
103 or an own status notification from a mobile terminal, col. 24, lines 60-64). 

With respect to claim 22, Mitsuoka et al discloses a computer readable medium 
storing computer instructions for performing the steps recited in any one of claims 15-21 
(a computer-readable recording medium having control programs for use in a 
communication terminal on a mobile communication network, col. 11, line 66 - col, 12, 
line 36). 

With respect to claim 23, Mitsuoka et al disclose a communications terminal used 
with a communication service provided by service providers, comprising: 

information storage for 1) service information including availability information 
indicative of availability of one or more communication services provided by one or 
more service providers (correspondence table (see Fig. 16, of memory portion 124, col. 
23. lines 18-25). 

2) condition information (condition for notification, col. 23. lines 40-54) suitable for 
the respective communication services, and 
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3) message information indicative or whether the respective one or more 
communication services are usable (additional information includes, "Available/Not 
Available", text messages such as "Anytime" and "Call at night", and "Priority", where 
"Priority" designates the preferred mode of communication, col. 4, lines 23-29); 

detection facilities (mobile communications switcher 113, col. 23, lines 8-12) 
communicating with said information storage in relation to an initiation of a call 
connection operation seeking to use a selected communication service to detect if the 
selected communication service is suitable in relation to condition information stored in 
said information storage (mobile communications switcher 113 updates the 
communication status, col. 23, lines 8-12); and 

an indicating facility (table administrator 123, col, 23, lines 23-24) communicating 
with said information storage in relation to a detection by the detection facility that the 
selected communication service is not suitable to provide an indication thereof. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-6, 9-13, and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mitsuoka et al (USPN 6.671,508 B1) in view of Pickett (USPN 
6.208,658 B1). 
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With respect to claim 2, as best understood by Examiner, Mitsuoka et al does not 
disclose a third memory which stores guidance information for guiding a way to 
eliminate a cause due to which said specific communications service is not usable, 
wherein said indicating mechanism is further configured to read said third memory and 
to indicate said guidance information upon a predetermined input for starting a guidance 
indication operation after said indicating mechanism indicates said message information 
indicating that said specific communications service is not usable. Pickett teaches of a 
communications system 50 that is a purpose-built, dedicated platform with remote 
diagnostics and fix capabilities, col. 23, line 12 - col. 24, line 2. Mitsuoka et al and 
Pickett are analogous art because they are from the similar problem solving area of 
managing remotely networked peripherals. At the time of the invention, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the system 50 software 
remote diagnostics feature of Pickett to Mitsuoka et al in order to obtain a remote 
means to fix a network problem. The motivation for doing so would be to make a 
peripheral available. 

With respect to claim 3. Mitsuoka et al does not disclose a third memory which 
stores guidance information for guiding a way to eliminate a cause due to which said 
specific communications service is not usable, wherein said indicating mechanism is 
further configured to read said third memory and to indicate said guidance information 
when a predetermined time has elapsed after said indicating mechanism indicates said 
message information indicating that said specific communications service is not usable. 
Pickett teaches of a communications system 50 that is a purpose-built, dedicated 
platform with remote diagnostics and fix capabilities . Mitsuoka et al and Pickett are 
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analogous art because they are from the similar problem solving area of managing 
remotely networked peripherals. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the system 50 software feature of 
Pickett to Mitsuoka et al in order to obtain a remote means to fix a network problem, 
The motivation for doing so would be to enable a peripheral. 

With respect to claim 4, Mitsuoka et al does not disclose a communications 
terminal as defined in claim 1 , wherein said second memory further stores guidance 
information for guiding a way to eliminate a cause due to which said specific 
communications service is not usable and said indicating mechanism indicates said 
message information indicating that said specific communications service is not usable 
and said guidance information when said detector detects that said service information 
stored in said first memory is inappropriate. Pickett teaches of a communications 
system 50 that is a purpose-built, dedicated platform with remote diagnostics and fix 
capabilities . Mitsuoka et al and Pickett are analogous art because they are from the 
similar problem solving area of managing remotely networked peripherals. At the time 
of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add 
the system 50 software feature of Pickett to Mitsuoka et al in order to obtain a remote 
means to fix a network problem. The motivation for doing so would be to enable a 
peripheral. 

With respect to claim 5, Mitsuoka et al does not disclose a communications 
terminal as defined in claim 4, wherein said indicating mechanism indicates said 
message information and said guidance information with a display. Pickett teaches of 
data communications services of communications system 50 that can display interface 
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status in real time, col. 31. lines 50-60. Mitsuoka et al and Pickett are analogous art 
because they are from the similar problem solving area of managing remotely 
networked peripherals. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to add the system 50 data communications services 
feature of Pickett to Mitsuoka et al in order to obtain a remote means to display and fix a 
network problem. The motivation for doing so would be to enable a peripheral. 

With respect to claim 6, Mitsuoka et al does not disclose a communications 
terminal as defined in claim 4, wherein said indicating mechanism sends said message 
information and said guidance information to a sound mechanism to output said 
message information and said guidance information as a voice message. Pickett 
teaches of computer system 50 enabling an office attendant that uses voice commands 
for status information and guidance, col., lines. Mitsuoka et al and Pickett are 
analogous art because they are from the similar problem solving area of managing 
remotely networked peripherals. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the system 50 data 
communications services feature of Pickett to Mitsuoka et al in order to obtain a remote 
means to display and fix a network problem. The motivation for doing so would be to 
enable a peripheral. 

Claim 9 is a means claim and is rejected for the same reason as claim 2. 
Claim 10 is a means claim and is rejected for the same reason as claim 3, 
Claim 1 1 is a means claim and is rejected for the same reason as claim 4. 
Claim 12 is a means claim and is rejected for the same reason as claim 5, 
Claim 13 is a means claim and is rejected for the same reason as claim 6. 
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Claim 16 is a method claim and is rejected for the same reason as claim 2. 

Claim 17 is a method claim and is rejected for the same reason as claim 3. 

Claim 18 is a method claim and is rejected for the same reason as claim 4. 

Claim 19 is a method claim and is rejected for the same reason as claim 5. 

Claim 20 is a method claim and is rejected for the same reason as claim 6. 
5. Claims 7, 14, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mitsuoka et al (USPN 6,671 ,508 B1) in view of Pickett (USPN 6,208,658 B1) and 
further in view of Goto (USPN 5,923,440). 

With respect to claim 7, Mitsuoka et al in view of Pickett do not disclose a 
communications terminal as defined in claim 4, wherein said indicating mechanism 
sends said message information and said guidance information to a printing apparatus 
to output said message information and said guidance information on a recording sheet. 
Goto teaches of a monitor list 34 in FIG. 7 printed on the basis of the communication 
data stored in the communication data memory area 32 shown in FIG. 4. In the monitor 
list 34, the time of the communication trouble occurred can be printed and a 
maintenance person can fix the trouble, col. 7, line 62- col. 8, line 17. Mitsuoka et al 
and Goto are analogous art because they are from the similar problem solving area of 
managing remotely networked peripherals. At the time of the invention, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the system 50 data 
communications services feature of Goto to Mitsuoka et al in order to obtain a remote 
means to display and fix a network problem. The motivation for doing so would be to 
enable a peripheral. 

Claim 14 is a means claim and is rejected for the same reason as claim 7. 
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Claim 21 is a method claim and is rejected for the same reason as claim 7. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7464. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on 571-272-7471 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ■ X 
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